KAY R. HAGAN SUITE SD-521
NORTH CAROLINA DIRKSEN BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20510
(202) 224-6342

MNnited Dtates Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

October 21, 2009

The Honorable Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President

I am writing in support of the following individual for the position of Chairman to
the North Carolina State Farm Service Agency (FSA) Committee.

Pender Sharp served on the FSA State Committee during the Clinton administration
from 1993-2001, where he also served as acting Committee Chairman in the
aftermath of two major hurricanes and helped to direct policy with farming and
disaster relief. He works on his family owned farm, Sharp Farms, Inc., in Sims, North
Carolina, where he serves as the farm manager and treasurer. Sharp Farms
produces flue-cured tobacco, sweet potatoes, cotton, seed soybeans, and a purebred
swine seedstock operation. In 2003, the Sharp family was named the “N.C. Tobacco
Farm Family of the Year” by the Tobacco Growers Association of NC. Sharp has been
a member of the Agri-Business Council since 2004, and served as president of the
Council in 2008. He graduated from North Carolina State University in 1971 and
was named a NCSU Agriculture Institute’s Outstanding Alumnus in 2003. Sharp
currently resides in Sims, North Carolina.

I am also writing to express support of the following candidates to serve on the
USDA Farm Service Agency State Committee.

Tom Gilmore is the President and Co-Owner of Gilmore Plant & Bulb Co., Inc. in
Julian, North Carolina. The Gilmore Plant & Bulb Company has been growing
nursery stock for the last ninety years. He was a member of the North Carolina Farm
Service Agency State Committee from 1993-2002. Gilmore served in the North
Carolina House of Representatives from 1972-1978, representing Guilford County.
In 1978, he was appointed by Governor Jim Hunt to serve as the Deputy Secretary at
the Department of Human Resources for the State of North Carolina. Gilmore
graduated from North Carolina State University in 1959 and currently resides in
Julian, North Carolina.

John Ashe has been the owner and operator of his family’s tobacco farm in
Reidsville, North Carolina since 1986. Ashe has been a member of the Rockingham
County FSA Committee since 2004 and currently serves as the County Minority



Advisor. He also served as a Minority Advisor to the North Carolina FSA Committee
during the Clinton Administration. From 1994-2000, he served on the Rockingham
County Tobacco Producers & Associates as Vice President. He has been a member of
the Tobacco Growers Association of NC and served on the Board of Directors since
1993. He received his Associates Degree from North Carolina State University in
1987. Ashe currently resides in Reidsville, North Carolina.

Sincerely,
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United States Senator, North Carolina



